As of 13 January 2010


ISSUE PAPER

DALLAS FLOODWAY EXTENSION, TRINITY RIVER PROJECT, TX 

CONSTRUCTION & FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:  This project is not in the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget.  The lack Federal funding will delay the completion of the ongoing design and construction efforts.
CURRENT STATUS:  Fiscal Year 2009 carryover funds and Fiscal Year 2010 funds are being used to complete the establishment of native riparian grassland surrounding the Lower Chain of Wetlands; continue the development of the wetlands; award a contract for the design of the Lamar Street Levee; award a contract for the design of the Cadillac Heights Levee; award fully-funded contracts for the design and construction of the Rochester Park Levee; and award a fully funded contract for the construction of the Upper Chain of Wetlands.  The proposed capability for Fiscal Year 2011 would be used to award a construction contract for the Lamar Street Levee; award a contract for the design of the recreation facilities; and continue development of the wetlands.
SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:






       FY 2011
Estimated Federal Cost



     



           $ 276,383,000
Estimated Non-Federal Cost:



       


           $ 168,617,000
Total Estimated Project Cost


    



           $ 445,000,000
Allocation thru FY 09



     



           $   92,593,000
FY 10 Budget
      




   


           $                   0
FY 10 Appropriation







           $   12,594,000
ARRA of 2009  





   

  
           $                   0
Budget Request for FY 11       






           $                   0
Amount that Could be Used FY 11



   

           $   73,500,000
Balance to Complete After FY 11            
    




           $ 171,196,000
Benefit to Cost Ratio (7%)








  N/A
Remaining Benefits Remaining Costs Ratio (7%)




        

  N/A
BACKGROUND:  The project is located in metropolitan Dallas, Texas.  The project consists of a Chain of Wetlands (1.5 miles upper; 2.2 miles lower), two SPF levees (Lamar Street – 2.9 miles and Cadillac Heights – 2.3 miles), 123 acres of wetlands for ecosystem restoration, realignment of the Trinity River at IH-45, 31 miles. of linear recreation and 1,179 acres of mitigation. The non-Federal sponsor of the project is the city of Dallas.  The River & Harbor Act of 1965 authorized the flood control portion.  The authorization was modified by Section 351 WRDA 1996 (inclusion of non-Federal constructed works), and Section 356 of WRDA 1999 (ecosystem restoration and recreation).  Findings of the December 2007 Periodic Inspection identified significant deficiencies in the Rochester Park and Central Wastewater Treatment Plant Levees, which resulted in an “Unacceptable” classification of the levees by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  In addition, Corps of Engineers informed FEMA that the project levees could not stand behind the 2006 letter certifying the levees could safely pass the 1% chance event.  The city of Dallas has initiated work to remediate the O&M deficiencies identified in the Periodic Inspection.  
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST:  Senators Hutchison and Cornyn; Representatives Johnson (TX-30), Sessions (TX-32), and Edwards (TX-17).
TALKING POINTS
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TALKING POINTS
· Findings of a December 2007 Periodic Inspection identified significant deficiencies in the Rochester Park and Central Wastewater Treatment Plant Levees, which resulted not only in the levees being classified as “Unacceptable” by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, but also in the Corps informing FEMA that it could no longer certify that the levees could safely pass a 100-year flood event.  In response, the city of Dallas has initiated work to remediate the O&M deficiencies noted in the Periodic Inspection Report.

Questions and Answers

Q-1. This project is not in the President’s budget.  If funds were provided in Fiscal Year 2011, how much could be used and how would the funds be used?

A-1. Sir, $23,000,000 could be used to award a construction contract for the Lamar Street Levee; award a contract for the design of recreation facilities; and continue development of the wetlands.

Q-2. The city of Dallas has many projects or modifications to the existing Dallas Floodway planned.  How will these modifications affect the Dallas Floodway Extension Project?

A-2. Sir, we are working closely with the city of Dallas on their proposed modifications to the existing Dallas Floodway to ensure they will not impact the performance of the Dallas Floodway Extension project.
Q-3. The President’s Budget request for the Corps of Engineers does not include funding to continue construction on the Dallas Floodway Extension project, although it provides much needed flood damage protection to the area of southern Dallas. Does the project meet the cost/benefit requirement and environmental standards for Corps projects?

A-3. Sir, the project is technically sound, economically justified, and environmentally and socially acceptable.

Q-4. How many homes and businesses would be flooded if the project did not move forward as currently designed?

A-4. Sir, approximately 13,000 structures would be flooded by the Standard Project Flood event if the project does not move forward as designed.  

Q-5. What is the status of the Corps’ construction efforts?

A-5. Sir, construction of the Lower Chain of Wetlands was completed in Fiscal Year 2009. Fiscal Year 2009 carryover funds and Fiscal Year 2010 funds are being used to complete the establishment of native riparian grasslands surrounding the Lower Chain of Wetlands; continue the development of the wetlands; award a contract for the design of the Lamar Street Levee; award a contract for the design of the Cadillac Heights Levee; award fully-funded contracts for the design and construction of the Rochester Park Levee; and award a fully funded contract for the construction of the Upper Chain of Wetlands. A fully funded construction contract for the Lamar Street Levee is scheduled to be awarded in late Fiscal Year 2011.

HQ Action Officer:  Sue Hughes, CEMP-SWD, 202-761-4268


