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GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS 

 
STUDY NAME AND STATE:  Rio Grande Basin, TX 
 
AUTHORIZATION: WRDA 86, Section 729, as amended by WRDA 00, 
Section 202, and House Resolution dated 21 May 2003 

 
SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL DATA:             Feasibility 
Estimated Federal Cost             $ 1,107,000 
Estimated Non-Federal Cost:                   940,000 
Total Estimated Study Cost               $ 2,047,000 
 
Allocation thru FY 2006                     364,000 
FY 2007 Budget                     50,000 
Tentative FY 2007 Workplan           120,000 1/ 
Budget Request for FY 2008                   223,000 
Balance to Complete After FY 2008                  400,000 
Amount that Could be Used in FY 2008                400,000 
1/ Final amount is subject to change, and will not be known until 
the Joint Continuing Resolution is passed by both the House and 
Senate, and final allocations are provided. 

 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION: The Rio Grande Basin is located in the 
states of Colorado, New Mexico and Texas, and encompasses an area 
of over 160,000 square miles.  The study area is located 
principally in the state of Texas, from the Texas-New Mexico 
border to the Gulf of Mexico near Brownsville, Texas.  The 
current interim feasibility study is focusing on the Chacon Creek 
watershed in Laredo, Texas, where development has caused 
significant changes in the basin hydrology, resulting in an 
increased flood risk for approximately 240 homes and 33 
businesses along Chacon Creek. 
  
PROPOSED ACTIVITIES FOR FY 2007:  FY 2007 funds are being used to 
complete independent technical review of existing conditions, 
conduct a Feasibility Scoping Meeting, and initiate development 
of structural and nonstructural flood damage reduction and 
ecosystem restoration alternatives.  Additional funds requested 
as part of the Tentative FY 2007 Work Plan Allocation are being 
used to continue the formulation of alternatives. 
 
APPLICATION OF THE AMOUNT THAT COULD BE USED IN FY 2008:  FY 2008 
funds in the amount of $223,000 would be used to continue plan 
formulation ($100,000) and assessment of flood damage reduction 
and ecosystem restoration alternatives ($83,000), and to initiate 
development of the Environmental Assessment ($40,000).  
Additional funds in the amount of $177,000 could be used complete 



plan formulation ($75,000) and assessment of the alternatives 
($52,000) and initiate the independent technical review 
($50,000).   
 
ISSUES AND OTHER INFORMATION:  Development has caused significant 
changes in the hydrology and hydraulics, resulting in an increase 
of the 100-year floodplain elevation. The non-Federal sponsor for 
this interim study is the city of Laredo, which signed the 
Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement on 29 September 2004. A second 
interim feasibility study, for the city of Roma, is being 
conducted by the Galveston District. Other anticipated interim 
studies will be coordinated and conducted jointly by the Forth 
Worth, Galveston and Albuquerque Districts.     
 
ADMINISTRATION POSITION:  Consistent with Administration policy. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST:  Congressmen Hinojosa, TX-15; Reyes, TX-
16; Rodriguez, TX-23; Ortiz, TX-27; Cuellar, TX-28.  


