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Corps seeks voluntary compliance on encroachment violations

FORT WORTH, Texas — Whitney Lake park rangers with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced
plans on Oct. 15 to step up measures to educate the public on the types of encroachment violations
to assist area residents in taking steps to become compliant.

Owning adjacent property near federal lands and waters offers many benefits such as scenic views,
immediate access to waterways and the enjoyment of the natural habitat found near the lakes. But
with this privilege comes the responsibility to preserve the natural habitat and to abide by public
safety measures imposed by the federal government, say Corps officials.

There are two primary areas of concern when dealing with land adjacent to Whitney Lake, according
to Brady Dempsey, Whitney Lake Manager. “There is government fee owned property and flowage
easement property.”

Government fee owned public lands comprise the ground on which the lake is built as well as some of
the surrounding property. The limits of this public property are defined by the U.S. boundary line, the
corners of which are marked by concrete monuments. The boundary markers, or monuments, are
topped with a brass cap usually about four inches above ground.

According to Whitney Lake Park Ranger, Robert Morrow, some of the common violations the Corps
has documented so far include constructing buildings, roads or improved pathways on public
property; disposing of garbage and debris; destroying, altering and removing vegetation and other
natural features; and gathering fallen timber for fire wood.

Flowage easement lands around Whitney Lake are required in the event it becomes necessary
submerge or overflow lands in connection with the operation and maintenance of the lake. These
lands are defined as land below the elevation contour of 573 feet above mean sea level according to
Corps officials.

Land and homeowners may mow, clear and plant vegetation as long as they are not in conflict with
the terms of rights acquired by the government. To ensure property owners are in compliance, Corps
officials advise getting a permit before initiating activities on easement land.

-more-

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS - FORT WORTH DISTRICT
819 TAYLOR STREET
FORT WORTH, TX 76102
WWW.SWF.USACE.ARMY .MIL



With approval, almost any type of structure other than a building or structure designed to be used as
a residence can be built on flowage easement land. However, construction of water wells, sewer
lines or septic systems will be considered on a case by case basis to ensure there are no
environmental concerns that may impact the lake or the operation of the reservoir.

“We ask that property owners who are in violation of Corps policy concerning encroachment to
voluntarily comply,” said Dempsey. “Open lines of communication between the Corps and the local
residents will greatly enhance this effort and in the end, the public at large as well as affected plant
and animal species will benefit from this program.”

The next phase of this program will be to refine the documented encroachment violations, work with
residents to find solutions to these violations, and if necessary, seek measures to enforce the
encroachment policy.

“‘We hope we do not have to resort to active enforcement, as most of the property owners around our
lakes are very good neighbors and stewards of the environment.” We will work with each property
owner to address concerns and work through solutions to encroachment issues, Dempsey said.

For questions concerning guidelines on property adjacent to public lands, please call the Corps
representatives at Whitney Lake at 254-622-3332.
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